Hello to all my friends and colleagues,

I have been thinking a lot about the tragedy going in The Gulf of Mexico, my guess it that you have too. It is such a terrible blow to Mother Nature, and to all the family fishermen, coastal merchants and tourists that come to enjoy the white sand and southern hospitality.

From conversations with a number of my friends in the food community, I believe there is a sense of frustration in our inability to help. While there is nothing we can do to help expedite the efforts taking place 5,000 feet below the surface of the Gulf, we can do something to help the people who rely on the Gulf for their way of life.

I am organizing a "Dine out for the Gulf Coast." 

This is working title and my goal is to get you on board to help organize this event. I want to get the conversation between all of us going and see if this is a viable plan and how much participation we can expect within our community.


Are you interested in helping? The details are below. Please let me know if I can count on you, and how you’d like to be involved. I welcome all suggestions and I hope you join me to help our coast in the great time of need.

The Gulf Coast of Mexico belongs to all of us, and I believe that the wetlands of the Gulf and those who work those waters are both national treasures worthy of our best efforts.


Thank you to all,

Jimmy Galle
gulfishing@gmail.com <mailto:gulfishing@gmail.com> 



Dine Out for the Gulf Coast

WHO: The Entire Food Community: Independent restaurants, restaurant groups, retailers, product producers.


WHAT: Dine Out for the Gulf Coast - Raise funds and awareness for independent Gulf Coast fisherman and Wetland’s restoration.


WHEN: June 10 - 12, 2010

WHERE: In your city

DETAILS: We are seeking out an organization or group that will an organization or group that will fully utilize the funds we raise and distribute them directly to the Gulf coast fishermen, their families and Wetlands. Once we have determined the non-profit that will be the most successful in this effort, we then ask you to work within your organization to donate a percentage of your sales from all or part of business from June 10-12th. An accounting firm will be secured to handle all monies so that our work is transparent and easy for participants
 
WE NEED: What is needed....everything! 

Jose Andres has offered to help chair this effort with the support of his Think Food Group.
                       

We need regional coordinators to bring as many

restaurants on board as possible.

We need press to get the word out.


We need momentum and in all these areas I am very open

to suggestions and Ideas on how to best make this happen



Let's show our support of our colleagues! Please join me; we need your help.
 
Jimmy Galle
gulfishing@gmail.com <mailto:gulfishing@gmail.com> 

